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MIDLAND–PERTH RAILWAY LINE — SERVICE CHANGES 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: In the last two weeks I have received complaints from people 
struggling to do what Minister Buswell told them to do on the ABC news last night: to overcome traffic 
congestion by using public transport. Now “Bad Decision” Buswell has cut services on one of the peak-hour 
trains from Midland to Perth—the 8.08 am service, which is down from four carriages to two. It seems that this 
will be in place until late 2013 due to the Perth City Link project. In responding to a customer complaint, the 
minister’s office has confirmed that two services have been increased—the 7.56 am and the 8.16 am trains—and 
now have four carriages. This week nine more people have expressed their outrage about the lack of carriages on 
this peak service. I understand that the member for Midland has also received further complaints.  
I draw attention to recent comments by the federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, 
Hon Anthony Albanese, who recently highlighted Perth’s suburban railway system as an example for the rest of 
Australia. He stated that Perth is an example of smart planning and design and that Perth had made remarkable 
progress in making rail an attractive alternative to car travel with fast, frequent services. How long will the 
“Bad Decision” team of Barnett and Buswell take to screw up this service? I know that this government failed to 
order extra train carriages for the rail network until last year and still does not have a train carriage purchasing 
plan in place to provide light at the end of the tunnel for commuters. None of the customers we have been 
speaking to is aware of the changes to peak-hour trains. All of them are asking why this “Bad Decision” team 
cannot come up with an alternative to manage these upgrades so that they do not add to the problems on the 
Midland–Perth line, or at least tell customers about what is happening. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Member for Maylands, I remind you that when you refer to 
someone in this place, you refer to them as their seat or title, not in the terms you used.  
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